A New Journey Begins…

IEEE Signal Processing Magazine  (SPM) is perhaps the most read journal in the community of signal processing at large, with more than 23,000 (some said 25,000) distributions. It has a tradition of high-quality tutorial papers written by experts of the fields, not only that review and survey the past, but also that set new tones toward the future. It all attributes to the past editors’ outstanding effort in bringing SPM to its current stature. When I was asked to continue the tradition and, if possible, to bring it to an even higher level of excellence, I humbly agreed to undertake the assignment to serve the community not because it is easy, but because it is hard. 

SPM is our journal! Because it is read by almost everyone in our community, its missions and goals should reflect the multidimensional facets of interests and concerns of the entire community. I envision three main goals of SPM while it continues its service to our  community. The first is the improvement of its impact by bringing up-to-date emerging and active events to the research and educational communities. The second is the extension of scope in covering topics that appeal to larger readership, as signal processing is used and applied in almost every science and engineering field nowadays. And the third is the establishment of SPM as the main societal communication platform addressing all the important issues concerning all members. 

We will employ an open policy that all good ideas can be raised, discussed, and debated. If you have good work, there will be an open door for you to contribute in any way. The success of SPM will depend highly on your involvement. We need to engage and mobilize all our outstanding members from our community, give them a spot and let them shine. 

I also feel strongly that we should extend our traditional definition of signal processing to other active areas heavily employing signal processing techniques such as wireless communications and networking, bioinformatics, sensor devices, to name a few. Not only do we want to broaden our coverage to satisfy current membership, but also we hold the mission to redefine and extend the scope of signal processing in hope to further educate ourselves, and at the same time attract more to join this community. Therefore, your participation will be crucial, not as a passive reader but as an active participant. After all, this is your journal!

To accomplish the above stated goals is not an easy task. A new structure of the editorial board is instituted to respond to such a change. There will be three key areas, where each has its own Editor. The areas are as follows:

Communications (Column and Forum): It raises issues important to members, addresses needs of the society, provides communication platform for members and exchange of educational, research, and personal experience, and serves as the glue to bring all the members together with a sense of a community.

Special Issue: In the excellent tradition of the SPM, it publishes special issue oriented tutorials. There is an open call to the community at large to contribute with such tutorials.

Article: It publishes contributed or invited papers on comprehensive reviews and surveys of emerging and active topics typically appearing in the IEEE Proceedings but without special issues.

I like to thank Profs. Yu Hen Hu, Petar Djuric, and Mike Zoltowski who agreed to shoulder the responsibility of Area Editors of Communications, Special Issue, and Article, respectively. In addition, there are a few Associate Editors who will be working closely with the authors and guest editors. We also have a strong editorial board whose mission is to advise the directions of SPM, in addition to its members’ active participation of various projects set forth by the editorial team. Yes, we are a team, not an individual, and we will be working diligently to fulfill the needs of your, our readers’, demands. 

The plan as outlined consists of ambitious goals and uncharted territory. We don't expect an easy journey ahead, yet I am sure we will prevail if we have your active involvement and participation in defining and shaping SPM to a journal that reflects our interests and concerns. Contact me, or the Area Editors, if you have good ideas. Be sure that you will hear from us. Ask yourself as well, what you can do for our community as an SPM author, columnist, guest editor, reviewer, and perhaps critic. 

Come and join us! For a new journey is about to begin.

K. J. Ray Liu

Editor-in-Chief

